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One of the Navy's newer submarines, the Pilotfish, zoes its sister vessels
two better--it is named for three fishes at once, according to the Fish and Wild-
life Service of the Department of the Interior.

The three fishes which bear the name "Pilotfish" are alike only in that re-
spect. Most interesting is 2 small fish with a pneumatically adhesive disc on the
top of its head. By means of this disc it affixes itself to larger fish, par-

ticularly sharks, and thus travels without effort on its own nart.

Another Pilotfish is a medium-sized species, trim, elongate, resemtling an
amber-jack, but with black cross bands. The third ic the so—called Menominee
mitefish or round whitefish of the Great Lakes.

U.S. submarines are named for fish by Presidential directive and the Wavy
frequently has askecd the Fish and Wildlife Service to suggest suitable names. A
good many names have alresdy been used but the submarine program would have to oe
considerably expanded in order to use up all the names of American fishes.

Many species are, of course, not sufficiently well known to have anything
but scientific names such as Xystroplites pallidus, bubt sbout a thousand do have
common names. As a matter of fact, experts point out, there are far more names
than there are species of fish. Thls comes about becdx&!some species are known
by several different names; the sunfish, for instance, not only has its scientific
nsme but 25 others.

P, N. 27095



